
Summer Reading 2021: North Oconee High School/ Mrs. Jarecki 

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition (Grade 12) 

 

Overview: 

Your summer reading assignment for AP Literature & Composition is: The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara 

Kingsolver. If possible, purchasing your own copy so that you can write in it and revisit it once school begins 

in August is recommended. However, if you do borrow a copy from someone and/or the library, please make 

sure that it is available for your use in August when school begins! 
 

In General: 
This assignment should be completed by the first day of class.  Please bring your book to class with you on day one, 

and be prepared for a reading quiz on characters and plot events as well as more in-depth analytical writing and 

research assignments. Although there is no written assignment required, I have provided a chart for your use as you 

read The Poisonwood Bible (see next page) so that you can better prepare and later review for the specific assessments 

we will be doing in class. I strongly suggest that you make use of it as you will find it much easier to locate the 

necessary passages and sections you will need for assignments at the beginning of first semester!  

 

Additional Summer Reading Suggestions: 
The following books are not required; they are listed as suggested reading for those students wishing to expand their 

summer reading horizons in preparation for the rigor associated with Advanced Placement Literature. No course credit 

will be awarded for this additional reading, but reading additional works allows you to exercise your brain in the area 

of critical literary analysis. NOTE: All of these works contain mature themes, and some use occasionally graphic 

language and scenes. This list is by no means exhaustive; it only contains samples of works you might find rewarding.    

1. Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anayo 

2. The Joy-Luck Club or The Kitchen God’s Wife by 

Amy Tan 

3. Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston 

4. Song of Solomon, The Bluest Eye, A Mercy, or Sula 

by Toni Morrison 

5. Obasan by Joy Kogawa 

6. Achilles by Elizabeth Cook 

7. Macbeth, Othello, As You Like It, or King Lear by  

    William Shakespeare 

8. A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley (read after King 

Lear) 

9. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

10. Persuasion or Sense and Sensibility by Jane 

Austen 

11. Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko 

12. All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 

13. In the Lake of the Woods or Going After Cacciato 

or The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

14. The Handmaid’s Tale, Alias Grace, or The 

Testaments by Margaret Atwood 

15. The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton 

16. The American by Henry James 

17. Billy Budd by Herman Melville 

18. Go Tell It On the Mountain by James Baldwin 

19. Madame Bovary by Gustav Flaubert 

20. Middlemarch by George Eliot 

21. Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf 

22. The Hours by Michael Cunningham (read with V. 

Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway) 

23. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James 

Joyce 

24. The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 

25. The Dinner by Herman Koch 

26. Woman Hollering Creek by Sandra Cisneros 

27. Atonement or Saturday by Ian McEwan 

28. Love Medicine or The Master Butcher’s Singing 

Club by Louise Erdrich 

29. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

30. The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga 

31. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

32. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

33. Olive Kitteridge or The Burgess Boys by Elizabeth 

Strout 

34. State of Wonder by Ann Patchett 

35. The Secret History or The Goldfinch by Donna 

Tartt 

36. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

37. The Book of Longings or The Secret Life of Bees by 

Sue Monk Kidd 
 

38. Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
 

NOTE: At the end of 1st semester, students 

will select a novel to read for an independent 

reading project. Many of the titles listed here 

will be choices for that project, so even if you 

do not choose to read one during the summer, 

it might be a good idea to start researching 

some of the titles so that you have an idea of 

what you might want to read later!  



The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver: AP Literature Summer Reading Assignment 2021/ Mrs. Jarecki 

Directions: Use the reading guide below to help organize your thoughts/perceptions of the characters and events in Kingsolver’s novel. Although the 

reading guide is optional, it is strongly suggested that you do some type of note-taking prior to beginning the school year. Reading the novel itself is 

NOT optional. We will test on it when school begins.  

Kingsolver’s novel is structured into seven sections, and five narrators take turns relating the story; Kingsolver does an excellent job of making each one 

distinctive both stylistically and in terms of personality. Because they offer differing perspectives, we often hear more than one version of events. It will 

be helpful for you to become familiar with the way each narrator speaks and the worldview offered by each narrator. (Another suggestion: As you come 

to a new chapter, go ahead and write underneath her name the page number so that you have a list of all of that narrator’s chapters.) In each column, 

record details and/or quotations that you find important (or interesting ☺) as well as the information we learn from that narrator in that specific section 

of the novel. Book seven is told by one narrator, so respond to the discussion question about it underneath the chart. 
Narrators & page 

numbers of chapters: 

Book One: Genesis Book Two: The 

Revelation 

Book Three: The 

Judges 

Book Four: Bel and 

the Serpent 

Book Five: Exodus Book Six: Song of 

the Three Children 

Orleanna: 

pages____________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

 

      

Leah: 

pages____________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

 

      

Rachel: 

pages____________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

 

      

Adah: 

pages____________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

 

      

Ruth May: 

pages____________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

 

      

*Book Seven: The Eyes in the Trees: Who is narrating this section? How do you know? What is its purpose in the novel as a whole? For example, 

does it offer any options about how to interpret the story? Why do you think Kingsolver felt it necessary to include it? 
 


